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0Ogdenshurg capital project
could go to votersinfall

OGDENSBURG—A com-
mittee has approved the Og-
densburg City School District’s
capital improvement project,
which could be presented to
voters as early as October.

Nearly 97 percent of the
$57.2 million project could be
funded by the state. The annual
local cost is estimated at
$69,478 per year over 20 years,
which could be covered
through savings gained by clos-
ingand selling Lincoln and
Sherman elementary schools.

The projectincludes modifi-
cations, renovations and addi-
tions to Ogdensburg Free Acade-
my, Kennedy and Madill
schools. Many of the improve-
ments at Kennedywill be to han-
dle the influx of students once
Lincoln and Sherman are closed.

The proposal will go before
the Board of Education on Aug.
2 and could be broughtto a
public vote by Oct. 7.

St.Lawrence County
creates Board of Health

CANTON — St. Lawrence
County lawmakers have ap-
pointed a seven-member
Board of Health to focus on
public health matters.

Lawmakers appointed the
seven-member board July 12.
Among the board’s powers are
the ability to create alocal sani-
tary code and policies to ad-
dress public health problems,
and oversight of the Public
Health Department.

Appointed were Legislator
Tedra L. Cobb, D-Canton, Dr.
Dorothea S. Badenhausen,
Massena, Dr. Gregory]. Healey,
Canton, Dr. Elizabeth M. Logal-
bo, Massena, pharmacist Ben-
jamin]J. Gruda, Potsdam, vet-
erinarian TimothyJ. Monroe,
Gouverneur, and Robert B.
Kimmes, Cranberry Lake. Pub-
lic Health Director SusanJ.
Hathaway will serve as the
board’s secretary.

Jefferson Leadership
applications due Aug. 13

Applications to be part of Jef-
ferson Leadership Institute are
due Aug. 13. The institute, or-
ganized by the Greater Water-
town-North Country Chamber
of Commerce, is aleadership
development program thatim-
merses participants in commu-
nityissues through 12 full-day
sessions.

Itwas started in 1991 and has
included more than 370 profes-
sional alumni in the public and
private sector.

Visit www.watertownny.com
for information or to apply.

LOCAL PARAGRAPHS

B CARTHAGE —The village
recreation program is seeking
donations of frozen novelty
treats and individual juice
drinks. For more information,
call 493-4910.

B CANTON —The Church
and Community Program, 95
Main St., is accepting applica-
tions from food stamp-eligible
residents to purchase school
supplies. For more informa-
tion, call 386-3534.

B CANTON —The St.
Lawrence County Legislature’s
Operations Committee on
Monday passed a resolution
opposing arequest by CSX
Transportation Inc. to reduce
daily rail service through the
north country.

SATURDAY LOTTERY

Daily Numbers: Midday 1,7,5 Lucky Sum: 13
Evening 8, 4,3 Lucky Sum: 15

WinFour: Midday 1,4, 7,9 Lucky Sum: 21
Evening 1,4, 5,5 Lucky Sum: 15

Pick10: 2,3,6,18, 29,33, 35, 39,43, 45,50,
51,55,56,61,62,70,75,76,79

Take 5:2,3,4,29,35

Lotto: 6,12,27,34,53,58 Bonus: 52
Powerball: 20, 30, 38, 46, 59 Powerball: 27
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County to scrap pretrial home monitoring

ST. LAWRENCE PROBATION: Department director says system is too costly; move will take effect Sept. 1

By ELIZABETH GRAHAM
TIMES STAFF WRITER

CANTON — St. Lawrence
County Probation Department
officials in September will do
away with electronic home
monitoring to supervise proba-

tioners before they are sen-
tenced.

Probation Director Francine
M. Perretta said the program
was never intended for those
who have not yet been sen-
tenced, and misuse of the pro-

gram is costing the county too
much money.

“Bylaw, we're supposed to put
the least amount of restrictions
we can on someone at the pre-
trial stage, because remember,
they are innocent until proven

guilty,” Ms. Perretta said. “But
the whole electronic home-
monitoring program is one of
many conditions courts like to
put on people when they’re re-
leased pretrial. We have to get
away from that.”

23rd Congressional District candidate Douglas L. Hoffman grew up in the village of Saranac Lake in the Adirondack Mountains.

RAGS TO RICHES & RUNNING

23RD DISTRICT RACE: Hoffman extols value of hard work in reaching for goals

GO mWATERTOWN DAILY

By LARRY ROBINSON

JOHNSON NEWSPAPERS
anky, spectacled and soft-
spoken, Douglas L. Hoff-
man looks every bit the cer-
tified public accountant,
businessman and financial

planner heis.

The Saranac Lake resident is a self-
made millionaire — a savvy business-
man with a seemingly endless reserve
of energy who was driven to succeed
from an early age.

The story of his business success is
interesting, even ifit ended there. But
last year Mr. Hoffman stepped into the
world of politics, launching a third-
party bid for NewYork’s 23rd Congres-
sional District seat, which includes
650,000 residentsin all or parts of 11
counties, including St. Lawrence,
Lewis and Jefferson.

Mr. Hoffman’s foray ended in a nar-
row 3,584-vote (73,137 to 69,553) loss
to Plattsburgh Democrat William L.
Owens during a special election to fill
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THE RACE FOR THE

23rd District

Candidates Matthew A. Doheny
and U.S. Rep.William Owens
will be featured in future stories.

come secretary of the Army.
Mr. Hoffman’s grassroots candidacy
on the Conservative Partyballotline

can Assemblywoman Dierdre K. Scoz-
zafava to drop out of the race four days
before the election. She later backed
Democrat Owens for the seat and has
since decided not to run to keep her
state Assembly seat.

Mr. Hoffman is again seeking elec-
tion to the 23rd. Also running against
the incumbent Mr. Owens is Alexan-
dria Bay native and Republican
MatthewA. Doheny. The Republican
primary will be held Sept. 14.

Avyear ago, Mr. Hoffman was barely
known outside of Lake Placid and
Saranac Lake. But with national con-
servative special interest groups back-
inghim — and his ability to appeal to
thousands of small-gift donors from
around the country— Mr. Hoffman
drew the attention of political ob-
servers from every major newspaper,
television network and website.

This time, Mr. Hoffman's name is well
known by voters throughout the dis-
trict. But his background isn't. His sup-
porters say that when Mr. Hoffman’s

the seat of Republican Rep. John M.
McHugh, who gave up the post to be-

created a bitter divide in NewYork’s
Republican Party, and forced Republi-

See HOFFMAN B5

Principal welcomes
his return to NNY

‘EXCITED TO BE HERE’: WHS's Peck settles in,
forms goals for bettering student achievement

By JAMIE MUNKS
TIMES STAFF WRITER

For Lloyd L. Peck, becoming
the principal of Watertown High
School s like coming home.

“I've always wanted to move
back to the north country. I'm
really just a country boy at
heart,” Mr. Peck said. “I'm just
excited to be here.”

Mr. Peckis a north country na-
tive. He is a graduate of
Parishville-Hopkinton Central
School, Parishville, and he taught
social studies in Alexandria Bay
and Chittenango before going
back to college to become an ad-
ministrator. His most recent po-
sition was a three-year stint as a

principal at Albany High School.

Albany High School has a stu-
dent population of about 2,400.
As aprincipal there, Mr. Peck was
in charge of half of those stu-
dents; another principal was in
charge of the otherhalf, and there
also was a buildingwide princi-
pal.
“I definitely enjoyed my time
in Albany, but it was a tough in-
ner-city school,” he said.

Mr. Peck took over earlier this
month from Stephen J. Todd,
who took an administrative job
with the St. Lawrence-Lewis
Board of Cooperative Educa-
tional Services.

SeeNEWB2

People placed on electronic
home monitoring are fitted with
a computerized bracelet that
sets off an alert to officers if they
do not stay in their homes. The
program costs $5 to $9 per day,

Grapes
ripening
earlier

WARMTH HELPING:
NNY growers say 2010
better than last year

By CHELSEA CRADDOCK
JOHNSON NEWSPAPERS

North country grapes are
ripening ahead of schedule, alle-
viating earlier concerns over frost.

According to James S. Trezise,
president of the New York Wine
and Grape Foundation, grape
production in the Thousand Is-
lands region is a week ahead of
schedule, while grapes in other
regions of the state, such as the
Finger Lakes, are two weeks
ahead.

Grapes usually reach veraison,
or begin to ripen, in late July and
mid-August. When grapes reach
veraison sooner, it lessens the
chance of fruit being destroyed
by early frosts during harvest sea-
son, Mr. Trezise said. Frost “shuts
down the ripening process, pre-
maturely ending harvest for late-

See GRAPES B2

Massena
standoff
resolved

MAN SURRENDERS:
Police say suspect had
weapons at dwelling

By RYNE R. MARTIN
JOHNSON NEWSPAPERS

MASSENA — A Massena man
was taken into custody without
incident Friday following a
three-hour standoff on Cornell
Avenue.

Timothy Hollenbeck, 46, was
taken to St. Lawrence Psychi-
atric Center, Ogdensburg, fol-
lowing the standoff, which be-
gan shortly after 8 a.m. No
charges were filed.

Village Police Sgt. Douglas

See STANDOFF B2
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Lloyd L. Peck stands Friday in a hallway at Watertown High School. He says he is excited to be the school’s
new principal. Mr.Peck took over the position from Stephen J. Todd.
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storyis known, it will only enhance his appeal.
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Douglas Hoffman was born in Connecticut
in 1950, the second of four children to Rita An-
derson and Eugene J. Hoffman. His family
moved from Connecticut to Saranac Lake
when Mr. Hoffman was a first grader. He and
other family and friends say his early years were
marred by the dissolution of his parents’ mar-
riage.

“I'think I was about eight years old when the
breakup started, and about 10 when it was
over,” said Mr. Hoffman.

His father packed his bags and moved out, a
traumatic event thatleft the family in dire fi-
nancial straits. Mr. Hoffman said he had very
little contact with his father after that, and to
his knowledge his father provided no child sup-
port.

“If we weren't the poorest family in Saranac
Lake, we were certainly one of the poorest,” Mr.
Hoffman said.

Kenneth P Garwood Jr., a financial planner at
Style Bridges Associates in Canton, grew up in
Saranac Lake and attended elementary and
high schools with Mr. Hoffman, and also took
classes with him at SUNY Canton.

With unemployment hovering close to 15
percentaround Saranac Lake in the 1950s and
’60s, making a living in the Adirondacks was
tough on everyone, Mr. Garwood said. But he
remembers it being even worse for the Hoff-
man family.

“When you are pumping gas at 30
below zero, that is a pretty bitter
experience. | learned very early on
the biggest asset | had was in my
head.”

Douglas L. Hoffman

“He never had a father,” he said. “His mother
worked, the kids worked, and what they had
theyearned.”

DanaE. Hoffman, who is a year older than
his brother, recalled that “Doug and I both
helped out as we could. We may not have had
much, and even though we didn't have a dad,
we had a good, tight family.”

The older brother said he should have been
the one setting the example, but in reality he
was a “free spirit.” In contrast, he said, his
younger brother was the straight arrow in the
family, the person who tried to set an example
for others.

“Dougwas a goody-two-shoes,” said Dana
Hoffman. “I always called him a bookworm,
but the truth is he was just never in trouble.”

Mrs. Hoffman was abook-
keeper, but the job paid little. Yet
not having much money provid-
ed an early lesson for the Hoff-
man children.

“Welearned early on that if
youwanted something you had
to work for it,” Mr. Hoffman said.
“Even when Iwas eightor 10
years old I found away to earn
money to get the things [ wanted
inlife.”

Mr. Hoffman shoveled snow
in the winter and headed to the
golf course in the summer to
find stray balls he could sell to
golfers. By the time he was 12,
his familiar face on the links led
toajobasacaddy, andat14 he
found steadier work pumping
gas at aneighborhood station.

His friend, Mr. Garwood, said,
“He was pumping gas in town
from the time he could reach the
nozzle.”

“At that point I was working
maybe 20 to 40 hours aweek
during the school time and 40 to
60 hours during the summer,”
Mr. Hoffman recalls. “I was probably 14 or 15
years old then, and the main reason I was work-
ingwas to help my mother pay the mortgage.”

Mr. Hoffman also started to tinker under the
hoods of cars.

“Through that gas station job, the owner
taught me everything I needed to know about
mechanics,” Mr. Hoffman said.

He become so adept that Mr. Hoffman
pieced together areplica of a 1955 Chevy, from
the chassis up when he was only 16.

“Icouldn’t afford a car so I built one, and I
ended up having one of the nicest cars in
town,” he said.

Anational magazine, Popular Hot Rodder,
published a photo of Mr. Hoffman and his car.

But his creation was more than just a car; it
was a stepping stone into a new world for the
awkward, self-conscious teenager. It was the
mid-1960s, and the young Doug Hoffman’s
new set of wheels transformed him. No longer
did he see himself as simply one of the poorest
kids in town — his car gave him cool cache.

And ithelped him to realize he was capable of
building his life into something significant.

“When you are pumping gas at 30 below ze-
ro, that is a pretty bitter experience,” Mr. Hoft-
man said. “Ilearned very early on the biggest
asset had was in my head. Nothing against
people who pump gas all of their lives — I just
feltThad the opportunity to have the American
dream. AsIlooked around I was wise enough to

Pvt.DouglasL.Hoffmanin 1970.
Mr.Hoffman servedin the U.S.
Army National Guard from 1970
to 1976.
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Hoffman does the math, likes chances in November

In 1966, Douglas L. Hoffman, then 16, posed in Saranac Lake with the Chevy car he rebuilt from the chas-
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sis up. The photo of Mr. Hoffman and his car appeared in Popular Hot Rodder Magazine that same year.

see that education was going to be the key.”
EEE

After graduating from Saranac Lake High
School, Mr. Hoffman received a small scholar-
ship from local business and civic leaders in his
hometown and attended North Country Com-
munity College. He eventually graduated in
1973 from SUNY Plattsburgh with a bachelor’s
degree in accounting. He also joined the New
York State National Guard to help pay his tu-
ition. He served in the Guard from 1970-1973
andinthe U.S. Army Reserves from 1973-1976.

“That was at the time when joining the Army
was not something your peer group looked at as
really cool,” Mr. Hoffman said. “But it was some-
thing for me. What you get out of America s
what you putinto America. I think itis some-
thing I needed to do, to serve my country, and
yes, itwould help me pay for my education asa
part-time job.”

Mr. Hoffman married his wife, Carol Tor-
rance, on March 24, 1973 in Lake Placid. He con-
tinued his studies, juggling his military job with
duties athome as a husband and eventually a fa-
ther.

(The couple has three children: Ashleah A.
and Taylor L., who are employed by Hoffman
Family Enterprises, and DouglasT., a trooperin
the New York State Police.)

Mr. Hoffman received a master’s degree in fi-
nance and accounting from the University of
Connecticut as well as accreditation as a certi-
fied public accountant.

In 1977 he returned to the north country and
founded Hoffman and Associates in Lake Placid,
and then purchased thelong-
standing Gelles accounting
businessin 1980. Meanwhile,
Mr. Hoffman was named assis-
tant controller for the Lake
Placid Olympic Organizing
Committee. But on his first day
on thejob, hisboss unexpect-
edly quit.

Atthe age of 27 Mr. Hoffman
became the head corporate
controller of the Olympic effort,
helping oversee abudget of
$150 million.

“The Lake Placid Olympics in
1980 was a chance to put Lake
Placid back on the map, and put
thewhole of New York state back
onthemap,” Mr. Hoffman said.
“I'saw that even then, at the
young age I'was then, that this
really could turn around the
economy of the north country.”

Mr. Hoffman said the
Olympic Regional Develop-
ment Authority is still an eco-
nomic generator in the region
and responsible for pumping
$364 million annually across St.
Lawrence, Franklin, Clinton, Essex and Hamil-
ton counties.

After the Olympics, Mr. Hoffman expanded
his personal portfolio to that of CPA, entrepre-
neur and civicleader.

Some of the organizations and philanthropic
groups Mr. Hoffman has been affiliated with
over the years include: The Adirondack Medical
Center, Adirondack Medical Center Foundation,
Olympic Regional Development Authority,
North Country Community College, Adiron-
dack Economic Development Corporation,
Lake Placid/Essex County Visitors Bureau, Lake
Placid Fire Department, North Elba/Essex
County Republican Committee, Lake Placid Li-
ons Club and the Adirondack Community
Methodist Church.

In2007, he merged his firm, Douglas L. Hoff-
man, CPA, and Associates, with Dragon Benware
Crowley & Co. Today he isa managing partner,
helping to oversee six north country offices, in-
cludinglocationsin Malone, Canton, Massena
and Watertown. He also helps run Hoffman Fami-
ly Enterprises, a group of 13 companies ranging
from investment and real estate firms to hospitali-
tyand tourism ventures.

Mr. Hoffman’s business decisions during the
last three decades have made him millions of
dollars, but he credits his success to awoman
who in 1959 had little money, no husband and
four children.

“She was a bookkeeper at that time and

worked hard at doing that,” said Mr. Hoffman,
about his mother, Rita, who died in 1994. “And
actually, with only a high school education, she
ended up working for a CPA firm up here and
self-taught herself through on-the-job training
and became a very good tax accountant. She
ended up becoming a corporate controller for a
major nursing home. She worked her wayright
up theladder.”

He added, “She was myrole model.”

EEE

Mr. Hoffman’s decision to enter national poli-
tics caughtboth his friend, Mr. Garwood, and
his brother, Dana, by surprise as he had never
run for office before. It didn't take long for either
onetowarmup to theidea.

“Doug’s always had the same work ethic,” Mr.
Garwood said. “He’s never been any different
than the guy you see now. He keeps hisnose to
the grindstone. He's been serious of purpose his
whole life. Frivolity is not something he believes
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“Doug’s always had the same work
ethic. He keeps his nose to the
grindstone. Frivolity is not

something he believes in.”
Kenneth P. Garwood Jr.
Childhood friend of Douglas L. Hoffman

Dana Hoffman believes his younger sibling
will be an outstanding congressman.

“I'll tell you one thing about Doug — they’ll
never find an ounce of dirt on that guy,” he said.

And they believe Mr. Hoffman’s success in
business will be seen as a benefit, despite how
he and his wealth have been portrayed.

Last year, his Democrat opponent, now U.S.
Rep. William Owens, ran attack ads suggesting
that Mr. Hoffman had little in common with the
region’s voters because he was wealthy enough
to own an antique car collection. Today, Mr.
Hoffman grins while noting that the most prized
possession of his collection is the car he has kept
running for more than 40 years.

“Thisis America, and the American dream is
to be able to go from poor, to comfortable, or
evenrich, and for the Democrats to think that’s
bad, well, that’s just the opposite from the way I
see America,” Mr. Hoffman said. “Those cars are
cars I've been collecting for 45 years now and
many of them I've built myself with my own
hands. To me they're just a reflection of working
hard and smart.”

Mr. Hoffman decided to run on the Conserv-
ative line last year after north country Republi-
canleaders selected Ms. Scozzafava to be their
standard bearer. Initially, Mr. Hoffman wrote an
email to Ms. Scozzafava that read: “Hi Dede.
Congratulations and the best of luck in your
candidacy. Let me know if there is anything
cando to help. Doug.”

Mr. Hoffman and his campaign officials say
henever officially endorsed Ms. Scozzafava. He
says he decided to run after he learned more
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about Ms. Scozzafava’s voting record.

“By Oct. 10, if you remember the election last
year, everybody in the world knew that Dede
was aliberal candidate,” Mr. Hoffman told
members of the New York state tea party move-
mentin Ogdensburgin June. “IfThadn’t stood
up, youwould have had a choice between alib-
eral Democrat and an ultra-liberal Republican,
and that Republican supported bailouts, sup-
ported stimulus payments, cap and trade, all of
those things that are detrimental to the free en-
terprise system of America.”

Mr. Hoffman says he is running for Congress
because he fears the countryisleaning too far to
theleft, and he predicts “a socialist agenda” in
Washington will hobble future entrepreneurs
like himself from having a shot at the American
dream. Mr. Hoffman said the U.S. will bankrupt
itselfif elected officials in Washington don’t stop
spending more than they take in.

“We've got to stop the spending,” Mr. Hoff-
man recently told a meet-and-greet event at the
Veterans of Foreign Wars post in Gouverneur. “If
two and two is four, you can't spend five or six.”

The story of how Mr. Hoffman grewup and
the way his family worked through its problems
and out of poverty is a key part of his stump
speech as he crisscrosses the district.

And the story plays well with Republicans and
conservatives who believe government spend-
ing on social programs has run amok and the
country is teetering on the brink of a financial
tipping point.

“Ifyou have to solve a problem, work hard
and the problem will solve. I really believe that,”
Mr. Hoffman told voters in Gouverneur. “I'm
running for office because somebody needs to
stand up and fight now, or we won'thave the
same American dream that I have lived for our
grandchildren.”
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Joseph A. McCarthy, an Upstate New York Tea
Party member who attended a meeting with Mr.
Hoffman in Ogdensburgin June, said Mr. Hoff-
man is arefreshing candidate because he does-
n'tjust espouse conservative principles, but has
lived them.

“I'won’'tvote for nobody else but him,” Mr.
McCarthy said after spending an hour listening
to the candidate. “Everything he’s got he’s
earned. He's one of us. We need to send some-
body toWashington that has real principles, not
justsomeone with alabel.”

Dotty N.Wade, aresident of Gouverneur,
agreed. Ms.Wade said Mr. Hoffman'’s stump
speech touting a return to conservative Republi-
canvalues reminds her of her own upbringing.

Ms.Wade said she moved to Gouverneur 35
years ago from New Jersey.

“Ilike that he helped his mom pay the bills,”
Ms.Wade said. “It’s like my family growing up.
Mine was a working family too. My mother and
father each did two or three different things to
make ends meet. And when I'was 16, Iwent to
workin a department store. It's how Americare-
allyisforalotofus.”

As Mr. Hoffman travels the 23rd Congression-
al District, itis people like DottyWade whom he
seems most comfortable talking with.

In Ogdensburg, Mr. Hoffman walked into an
event where just a handful of people were wait-
ing.

“Thisis a nice, small crowd,” Mr. Hoffman
said. He smiled. “Let me pull up a chair.” He then
spent the next 45 minutes talking about growing
up poor, how he achieved success and why he
needs to go to Congress to reel in spending.

“Tworkwith people daily who are struggling
to survive and pay their bills,” he said. “Keep in
mind, I'm from Main Street, notWall Street. I
grew up in this district. I know how hard itis.”

During the meeting Mr. Hoffman was asked
to explain why nine out of 11 GOP chairmen in
the 23rd District decided to endorse Mr. Dohe-
ny, even though Mr. Hoffman lost by only a few
thousand votes less than a year ago.

He smiled and cited the math.

“If they take all of the county committee peo-
ple—and there are only 1,200 of them all to-
gether — that means Matt Doheny has focused
his last four months of the race on the tip of the
pyramid,” said Mr. Hoffman. “Well, we have the
base of that pyramid, where 70,000 people voted
for me last year. I am going to keep working on
the base of the pyramid while he works on the
tip ofit.”

JUSTIN SORENSEN mWATERTOWN DAILY TIMES
Conservative congressional candidate Douglas L. Hoffman speaks at a Nov. 2, 2009, rally, backed by sup-
porters including country music singer John Rich, Jeri and former Sen. Fred Thompson and former Air
Force pilot Scott O’Grady at the Alex T. Duffy Fairgrounds in Watertown.
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