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The Watertown Daily Times contract-
ed with Zogby International to poll voters
in the 48th state Senate District on their
preferences in next week’s special elec-
tion. 

Zogby contacted 506 likely voters in
the district by telephone on Thursday
and Friday. The survey was kept simple
— just five questions, plus registration
and demographic information. Ques-
tions were:

1. If the election for the 48th state Sen-
ate seat were held today, would you vote

for Democrat Darrel Aubertine or Repub-
lican William Barclay? (The order of the
names was rotated among the calls.)

2. Please tell me if your overall opinion
of the candidates is very favorable, some-
what favorable, somewhat unfavorable
or very unfavorable, or you are not famil-
iar enough to form an opinion.

3. During the campaign, have you
changed your mind about who you will
vote for?

4. Which of the following issues is most
important to you? Bringing more jobs to

the region; outsourcing of jobs from the
region; driver license reforms for illegal
immigrants; price of milk for dairy farm-
ers; utility costs, other/not sure.

5. Which of the following issues is the
least important to you? (Followed by the
same list.)

The number of issues polled was limit-
ed and directed primarily at gauging
what traction the two candidates’ pri-
mary issues had achieved rather than ob-
taining a far-reaching assessment of vot-
er concerns. 

The margin of error is 4.5 percent. That
means, for instance, that if 50 percent of
respondents said they would vote for a
particular candidate, it is reasonably cer-
tain that between 45.5 percent and 54.5
percent will do so.

Zogby International, Utica, was
founded in 1984 by John Zogby. It has
conducted polling in North America,
Latin America, the Middle East, Asia and
Europe for various news organizations,
corporations, governments and political
parties. 
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48TH SENATE DISTRICT 
VOTER REGISTRATION

County Democrat Republican

Jefferson 17,131 27,127
Oswego 19,399 38,321
St. Lawrence 10,294 13,006

TOTAL: 46,824 78,454
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